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The DEP Family Tree 
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DEP’s Responsibility 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To Protect and Enhance Kentucky’s Environment. 
 

VISION STATEMENT 

The Department for Environmental Protection 
envisions a healthy and productive Commonwealth 
with balanced stewardship of the land, air and 
water.  We envision a Commonwealth where future 
generations enjoy an environment as good or better 
than the present. 
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Deliberate Progress in Difficult Times 
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• DEP has faced state and federal budget reductions 
resulting in personnel levels at a 20-year low. 

• Federal environmental laws are changing 
dramatically and in an unprecedented volume 

• There is disagreement with EPA on some policies, 
which has resulted in time consuming litigation 

• In spite of these challenges, the agency remains 
diligent and Kentucky’s environmental quality 
continues to improve 



Kentucky’s Air is Becoming Clearer 
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Air Improvements Should Continue 
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Tons PPB 

Sulfur Dioxide  

Statewide 99th Percentile 1-Hour SO2 Averages (PPB) 

Predicted Statewide 99th Percentile 1-Hour SO2 Averages due to Potential CSAPR Emission Reductions (PPB) 

Statewide SO2 Emissions (tons) 

Predicted Statewide SO2 Emissions due to Potential CSAPR Reductions (tons) 



95% Have Access to Treated Water 
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State 
Total # 

PWS 
% population 

served 

Kentucky 461 95 

Tennessee 910 90 

West Virginia 1027 84.8 

Missouri 2752 88.6 

Virginia 2755 83 

Indiana 4157 83 

Ohio 4821 93.6 

Illinois 5720 98 

Alabama 606 92.5 

Tennessee 910 90 

Mississippi 1254 90 

South Carolina 1435 82 

Georgia 2484 87 

Florida 5470   

North Carolina 6004 79.4 

Existing Water Lines 



Public Water Systems Perform Better 
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Maintaining Water Quality 
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% Stream Miles Supporting % Lake/Reservoir Acreage Supporting 



Delisting Streams and Lakes 
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Kentucky is Recycling More 
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Illegal Dumps are Disappearing 
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UST Sites are Being Addressed 
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DEP Continues Diligent Oversight 
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Increasing Assistance 
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Compliance Assistance Requests 



Prognostications 
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• Financial Outlook? 

• Federal Changes? 

• Workload Projections? 

• Management Transition? 

• Technological Evolution? 

• Stakeholder Investment? 



Financial Outlook? 
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Federal Changes? 
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Workload Projections? 
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Number of Permits Issued 



Management Transition? 
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DEP Management - Average Years of State Government Service by Position 
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Technological Evolution? 
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Technological Evolution? 
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• Electronic Submissions 

• Online Records 

• Mobile Devices 

• Live and Interactive Data 

• Automated Processing 

• Electronic Communications 

 



Stakeholder Investment? 
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