
EPA Disclaimer

Notice: This document has been provided as part of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Resource Conservation
Challenge Web Academy Recycling and Solid Waste
Management Educational Series. This document does not
constitute EPA policy or guidance and should not be
interpreted as providing regulatory interpretations.
Inclusion within this document of trade names, company
names, products, technologies and approaches does not
constitute or imply endorsement or recommendation by
EPA. Information contained within this document from non-
EPA presenters has not been screened or verified.
Therefore, EPA has not confirmed the accuracy or legal
adequacy of any information provided by the
non-EPA presenters and used by EPA on this web site.
Finally, links to non-EPA websites are provided for the
convenience of the user; reference to these sites does not
imply any official EPA endorsement of the opinions, ideas,
data or products presented at those locations nor does it
guarantee the accuracy of the information provided.
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Establish Culture of SustainabilityEstablish Culture of Sustainability

• Organizational Values
Environment – We value sustainable 
business practices and view ourselves 
as stewards of our earth.

• Training

• Promote Recycling

• Execution – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

• Quantifying Results
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Waste and Recycling
(in tons)

 

If you don

2006 2007 2008
Landfill 1,076 1,013 879
Recycling Total 235 345 395

Plastic 16 11 15
Paper/Cardboard 148 158 157
Yard Waste 71 58 71
Food Waste - 86 68
Glass/Plastic/Metal - 32 50
Miscellaneous - - 35

Total Waste 1,311 1,358 1,274
Recycled 18% 25% 31%
Savings $26,000 $40,000 $59,003

If you don’’t measure it, you cant measure it, you can’’t manage it.t manage it.
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Training and Promoting RecyclingTraining and Promoting Recycling

•• PostersPosters

•• Artwork and SignageArtwork and Signage

•• Captain PlasticCaptain Plastic

•• Training VideoTraining Video

•• InIn--game Entertainmentgame Entertainment
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Artwork and SignageArtwork and Signage

77



88



99



1010



•

Reduce
• Eliminate packaging for promo itemsEliminate packaging for promo items

•• Change in concession plates reduced material by 30%Change in concession plates reduced material by 30%

•• Use china and silverware for catered eventsUse china and silverware for catered events

•• Eliminate use of plastic bottled waterEliminate use of plastic bottled water

•• Use coffee mugs instead of disposable cupsUse coffee mugs instead of disposable cups

•• Make doubleMake double--sided copiessided copies

Reduce
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ReuseReuse

• Donated furniture

• Pallets

• Don’t empty plastic recycling unless full
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RecycleRecycle
•• PlasticPlastic

•• Paper / CardboardPaper / Cardboard

•• Yard WasteYard Waste

•• Food WasteFood Waste

•• Glass / Plastic / MetalGlass / Plastic / Metal

•• Cooking GreaseCooking Grease

•• Scrap MetalScrap Metal

•• BatteriesBatteries

•• EE--WasteWaste

• Printer cartridges
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Post Event Sort

Plastic Trash

Post Event Sort

Compost
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Greening the Supply SideGreening the Supply Side

•• 30% post30% post--consumer office paper consumer office paper 

•• 100% post100% post--consumer business cardsconsumer business cards

•• Green cleaning productsGreen cleaning products

•• PostPost--consumer restroom paperconsumer restroom paper
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Costs to ConsiderCosts to Consider

• Cleaning labor

• Compostable bags for food waste

• Containers for each recycle stream 

• Dumpster size and frequency of service

• Baling plastic and cardboard

• Material handling, compacting and baling equipment 

• Waste audit
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How to Pay for Additional CostsHow to Pay for Additional Costs

•• Landfill avoidance savingsLandfill avoidance savings

•• Rebates from recycled materialRebates from recycled material

•• Energy savingsEnergy savings
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Savings From RecyclingSavings From Recycling

Landfill Avoidance 395 tons 116$ per ton = 45,820$      

Paper & Cardboard Rebate         = 11,275$      

Plastic = 1,730$       

Total Savings = 58,825$      
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Energy Savings

2006 2008 % Reduction
Electric (KWh) 13,194,750 11,448,675 13%
Natural Gas (Therms) 305,552 206,928 32%
Water (CCF) 26,898 24,154 10%
Sewer (CCF) 21,747 19,027 13%

2006 2008 % Reduction $ Saved
Electric (KWh) 755,389$   598,198$   21% 157,191$  
Natural Gas (Therms) 349,135$   231,080$   34% 118,055$  
Water (CCF) 94,572$     80,767$     15% 13,805$    
Sewer (CCF) 143,492$   148,220$   -3% (4,728)$     

TOTAL 21% 284,323$  

Consumption

Cost
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Join the Green Team!
• Recycle more and encourage others to do the same

• Conserve energy at work and at home
•Turn off lights and equipment

• Set back the temperature

• Keep doors closed

• Reduce your consumption
• Bottled water

• Coffee cups

• Single sided copies

• Plastic bags

• Car Pool, Take Public Transportation, or Bicycle

Join the Green Team!
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